
What is play?



What is your childhood memory of play?

•What were you doing?
•Where did it take place?
•With whom?
•How long did it last?
•How does it make you feel at that time?
•Do you recall where the adults were?





Myths or facts?



• Play is a waste of time

• Play is only for children

•Technology hinders play

• You can find play 
equipment in your 

kitchen

• Babies aren’t old enough 
to play

• You need toys to play

• Play is learning

• Play contributes to life 
readiness



Why is play 
important?



• Children learn as they discover, create, improvise and 
imagine. 
• Children create social groups, test out ideas, challenge 

each other’s thinking and build new understandings. 
• Children can ask questions, solve problems and engage in 

critical thinking through play.
• Play can expand children’s thinking and enhance their 

desire to know and to learn. In these ways play can 
promote positive dispositions towards learning. 
• Children’s immersion in their play illustrates how play 

enables them to simply enjoy being. 
Reference: Early Years Learning Framework https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-

02/belonging_being_and_becoming_the_early_years_learning_framework_for_australia.pdf

https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-02/belonging_being_and_becoming_the_early_years_learning_framework_for_australia.pdf


What are 
open-ended 
materials?





What can you 
find at home?



Bottle lids



Plastic bottles



Pans and pots



Cardboard boxes



Egg cartons



Keys and locks



Playdough recipe and toolkit



Questions to 
use during play



Open-ended questions
•Open ended questions cannot be responded to 
with one word answers such as yes or no. 
•These types of questions enables a child to 
provide a more detailed response and encourages 
a child to stimulate their thinking and develop 
their language skills.
•Open ended questions supports a child to focus 
and make meaning of their experiences and 
enables them to see various possibilities. 

Reference: https://aussiechildcarenetwork.com.au/articles/teaching-children/using-open-ended-questions-with-children

https://aussiechildcarenetwork.com.au/articles/teaching-children/using-open-ended-questions-with-children


• Tell me about what you’re 
doing?
• Why do you think…?
• How do you know…?
• What will happen next?
• How did this happen?
• What can you do about it?
• Why do you say that….

• Can you do it another way?
• What else can you do?
• What does it remind you of?
• I wonder why…
• Why did you…
• How did you do that?
• Show me how you…?

Examples of open-ended questions



Online Resources
Stay home, Stay Safe and Stay Connected with Canada Bay e-Library

https://www.canadabay.nsw.gov.au/libraries/e-library

https://www.canadabay.nsw.gov.au/libraries/e-library


Online Resources Example 1

Busy things
https://www.busythings.co.uk/play/?accessid=3669&token=8f6ead1c9bad19764cd1bddd16abfc9
231bb53cb8b3edad30a406de3d3824610#

https://www.busythings.co.uk/play/%3Faccessid=3669&token=8f6ead1c9bad19764cd1bddd16abfc9231bb53cb8b3edad30a406de3d3824610
https://www.busythings.co.uk/play/%3Faccessid=3669&token=8f6ead1c9bad19764cd1bddd16abfc9231bb53cb8b3edad30a406de3d3824610


Online Resources Example 2

Story Box
https://www.busythings.co.uk/play/?accessid=3669&token=8f6ead1c9bad19764cd1bddd16abfc9
231bb53cb8b3edad30a406de3d3824610#

https://www.busythings.co.uk/play/%3Faccessid=3669&token=8f6ead1c9bad19764cd1bddd16abfc9231bb53cb8b3edad30a406de3d3824610
https://www.busythings.co.uk/play/%3Faccessid=3669&token=8f6ead1c9bad19764cd1bddd16abfc9231bb53cb8b3edad30a406de3d3824610


Online Resources Example 3

Hobbies and Craft Reference Center
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/hcrc/search/basic?vid=0&sid=89b26fb1-a59f-4cce-abd4-
5e77dd6b6fa6%40sessionmgr4007

http://web.a.ebscohost.com/hcrc/search/basic%3Fvid=0&sid=89b26fb1-a59f-4cce-abd4-5e77dd6b6fa6%2540sessionmgr4007
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/hcrc/search/basic%3Fvid=0&sid=89b26fb1-a59f-4cce-abd4-5e77dd6b6fa6%2540sessionmgr4007


Let’s play!


