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Overview 
Bayview Park Concord is a foreshore park that overlooks the Parramatta River. Loved by locals, the 

park includes a children’s playground, wharf and boat ramp facilities. Council is now planning to re-

establish a swimming site at Bayview Park after the previous swim site was closed in 1969. In 

partnership with the Parramatta River Catchment Group (PRCG) and Sydney Water, we are working 

to make Parramatta River swimmable again, and this swim site will enable our community to enjoy 

and experience swimming in a safe environment. A swimming safety net will allow people to swim in a 

safe environment. We are also planning to install an outdoor shower. 

Parramatta River Catchment Group 
The Parramatta River Catchment Group (PRCG) was formed as an alliance of councils, government 

agencies and community groups working together to transform the Parramatta River and its tributaries 

into living waterways. Its mission is to make Parramatta River swimmable again by 2025. 

To meet its mission the PRCG has developed a Master Plan. Bayview Park was listed as one of three 

new swim sites to be established by 2025 in the plan. 

As part of the master plan development, initial water and sediment quality testing was undertaken. 

This testing showed that water quality at Bayview Park has improved and that re-establishment of a 

swim site at Bayview Park is now a possibility. 
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Consultation Methods & Promotion 
Promotions 

 Direct notification letters to 1000 
residences in Concord  

 Promoted in LGA wide print 
newsletter to 36,000 households 

 Video tutorial with Council, PRCG 
and Sydney Water 

 Signage placed at Bayview Park 

 Promotion via Council’s social media 
channels, including boosted post, 
reaching over 133,000 

 Email notification to regular park and 
wharf users 

 Email notification to relevant Collaborate database (1291 recipients). 
 
Media coverage 
Council’s media and communications team secured significant media coverage, resulting in articles 
and segments in the following publications (clippings available in appendix): 

 Sydney Morning Herald (print and online) 

 The Daily Telegraph 

 Channel 7 News 

 Broadsheet 

 Concrete Playground 

 702 ABC Sydney 

 2GB Radio 
 
Methods 
 

 On site meetings upon request with residents and organisations 

 Evening community virtual forum via Microsoft Teams 

 Video tutorial with Council, PRCG and Sydney Water 

 Online engagement survey at Collaborate Canada Bay 

 Direct email and phone number provided  
 

Results summary 
 Total submissions received: 50 

 Collaborate survey: 38 

 Emails & calls: 12 

o Please note that 1 of these objection submissions represents the Pelican Point 

Community Association. How many individuals this submission represents was not 

provided.  

o Another was submitted on behalf of Strata 46633 representing 2 buildings of 28 

apartments in Pelican Point. 

o Additionally, a second objection letter was delivered by the Strata manager of Phillip’s 

Landing Community Association at 247 Burwood Road Concord (DP 270051). 
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Other answers provided:  
1. I’d like to know more about the water quality and safety of the sand! 
2. Only if parking is considered and more is made available 
 

Collaborate feedback  
How likely are you and your family to swim at Bayview Park once the safety net and 

shower are installed? 

 

33
66%

15
30%

2
4%

Chart Title

Yes No Other (please specify)
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What would encourage you to swim? (Select up to 3) 
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What suggestions do you have for the project? 

 

Feature contributions to this question 

hopefully more sand is brought in,to make it more of a beach.and is not neglected like cabarita 
beach.i would like to swim there more often,however very uncomfortable with lack of sand,too many 
rocks and shell debris,make it hard to enter water and walk in water. 
Contribution 7 of 7 | 14 September, 2020 

Improved toilets (automatic opening during specified hours) with change tables for children and adults 
Informational boards about the history of swimming here and the importance of looking after the river 
Contribution 6 of 7 | 12 September, 2020 

You need to consider the impact on traffic and parking with the additional visitors this will attract. 
There is already not enough parking facilities. 
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Contribution 5 of 7 | 12 September, 2020 

I would need to see that Sydney Water agrees it’s safe before I swam there 
Contribution 4 of 7 | 12 September, 2020 

I regularly use the boat ramp at Bayview Park as recently as today (parking using my resident parks 
permit). While the facilities are generally well maintained there are several issues with this proposal. 
1. A walking/cycling track crosses through the trailer reversing zone. Installing a swimming pool will 
attract more children to an area where vehicles with trailers are trying to reverse and manoeuvre 
(down the ramp and into parking bays). There needs to be adequate separation of these activities to 
ensure people are not injured 2. Cars without trailers regularly occupy all the trailer parking spaces. 
The addition of more facilities without adding more car parking will make the situation worse during 
peak periods. 3. I have indicated in the survey that I would not swim here. I used to live nearby and 
walked around this bay daily. I have seen raw sewage leaking into the bay, pollution being released 
from the Bushels factory, golf course spraying herbicides around the waters edge, dead animals. I 
often swim in the harbour and at our council swimming pools but would never swim at this location. 
Contribution 3 of 7 | 1 September, 2020 

1. Allocated lap section 2. Decent swim length, i.e. 50 metres 
Contribution 2 of 7 | 1 September, 2020 

An area suitable for toddlers and small children 
Contribution 1 of 7 | 31 August, 2020 

How else would you improve Bayview Park?
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Who participated (via Collaborate) 
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Beautiful Bayview memories 

Not really just walking past but I believe the new swim baths will create beautiful memories for 

families and for all residents 

Contribution 5 of 5 | 23 September, 2020 

Being able to take my kids to play in the small stretch of sand even on a weeknight as we are local 

residents. The sand and water are a great calming space for kids and parents alike. Well done 

Canada bay council for taking the initiative to develop thi 

Contribution 4 of 5 | 21 September, 2020 

Kids love building sand castles on the beach and being ninja warriors in the playground 

Contribution 3 of 5 | 12 September, 2020 

Having a picnic with the family at sunset at the park and watch the kids play in the playground and in 

the sand/water. 

Contribution 2 of 5 | 7 September, 2020 
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Simply to say sunrise from there is so nice 

Contribution 1 of 5 | 1 September, 2020 

 

Opposition  
8 objection emails were submitted, as well as 7 Collaborate objections to the project.  

Please note that all objections have been submitted by nearby residents, and some submissions 

represent a group of individuals. 

Summary of concerns: 

 Lack of consultation with residents regarding whether they want a swimming enclosure at all 

 Parking concerns regarding weekend congestion from “out of area visitors”, as well as cars 

parking in trailer bays without trailers 

o Requests to assess parking pressure in Burwood Road at all times outside of 

business hours. 

o “IF Council was prepared to assign over more of the lesser-used areas of the Park to 

parking spaces, the swimming facility could possibly be considered, but not 

otherwise.” 

o No supervision of the No Parking area in the roundabout which leads to problems for 

buses and also leads to late night use of the park 

 Toilets unable to manage weekend periods currently, will need improvements due to 

expected surge in usage 

 No plans for additional amenities including change rooms 

 Lack of water depth to allow for regular swimming 

 Security concerns during both daylight hours and late at night 

 Pollution in the water, as well as likelihood of this being stirred up by additional activity 

o Feedback regarding raw sewage leaking into the bay, pollution being released from 

the Bushels factory, golf course spraying herbicides around the water’s edge, dead 

animals.   

 Dog owners likely to let their dogs off-leash to use the beach 

Conclusion 
There is majority support for the project, however nearby residents have expressed concern with the 

strain the projected increase in usage of the park will have on parking and amenities. There is reason 

for Council to consider monitoring this and developing a management plan for Bayview Park once 

project is complete as well as considering upgrades that may be needed to the park’s amenities.  

 

Appendix: 

Materials 
Site Poster 
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Postcard 
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Media 
Sydney Morning Herald 
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The Daily Telegraph 

 

Channel 7 news 

 

 

 

Broadsheet Sydney 
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Concrete Playground 

 

Social 
Facebook 
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Instagram 

 

 

 

     

 



16 
 

Twitter 

 

 

 


